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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 10733 

STATE PASS TO AID, CIA 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, EAID, CB 

SUBJECT: URGENT NEED TO UPGRADE CONTROL TOWER COMMUNICATIONS (U) 

1. (C) THIS MISSION HAS BEEN CONCERNED FOR SOMETIME ABOUT 
THE INADEQUATE COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY OF THE CIVILIAN 
CONTROL TOWER AT POCHENTONG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. THE 
TOWER IS EQUIPPED WITH AN OLD PAYE VHF RADIO CONSOLE WHICH 
HAS BEEN UNREALIABLE. THE VOLUME OF AIR TRAFFIC BOTH CIVI- 
LIAN AND MILITARY, IS VERY HEAVY AND CONTINUES TO INCREASE. 

THIS HAS RESULTED IN COMPLAINTS FM INTERNATIONAL AIR CAR- 
RIERS AND ACTUAL SUSPENSION OF AIR FRANCE FLIGHTS FOR A 
PERIOD. DAO AND MEDTC PERSONNEL ATTEST TO THE EXTREMELY 
HAZARDOUS NATURE OF AIR OPERATIONS AT POCHENTON. IMPROVED 
COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY FOR THE TOWER IS THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARD RECTIFYING THIS DANGEROUS SITUATION, TO BE FOLLOWED 
BY ADDITIONAL TRAINING IN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL PROCEDURES 
FOR THE TOWER PERSONNEL. THE MISSION IS INVESTIGATING THE 
LATTER PROBLEM AT THE PRESENT TIME AND HAS BEEN UNABLE TO 
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2. (C) THE MISSION HAS ATTEMPTED TO BORROW A SUITABLE 
VHF RADIO TRANSMITTER/RECEIVER WHICH COULD BE INSTALLED 
IN THE TOWER ON A TEMPORARY BASIS PENDING EXECUTION OF A 
USAID PROJECT TO PURCHASE AND INSTALL THE REQUIRED 
EQUIPMENT. USSAG HAS QUERIED CINCPAC BUT A THOROUGH 
SEARCH OF ASSETS THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC AREA REVEALS THAT 
THE REQUIRED EQUIPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

3. (C) REQUEST EMERGENCY ACTION TO PURCHASE AND SHIP TO 
THIS MISSION THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT. ONE VHF TRANSMITTER, 
AN/GRT-18, FSN 5820-913-99280; ONE VHF RECEIVER. AN/GRR-25, 

FSN 5820-899-9975; MOUNTING FRAMES OR CONSOLE, ANTENNAS, 

SPEAKERS, AND MICROPHONES TO USE WITH THIS RADIO. IN 
ADDITION, WE WILL REQUIRE THE APPROPRIATE POWER PACK TO 
UTILIZE THIS RADIO WITH 220 VOLT/50CYCLE/SECOND ELECTRIC 
POWER. IN SHORT, WE NEED SHIPMENT OF THE COMPLETE 
"SET" READY FOR INSTALLATION IN THE TOWER ASAP. 

4. PROPOSE TO FINANCE UNDER PAGA 442-K-610. FOR FR ISSUANCE RE- 
QUEST AID/W ADVISE APPROXIMATE LANDED VALUE BASED ON AIR SHIPMENT, 
NAME OF U.S. GOVERNMENT AGENCY TO PROCURE AND ANY SPECIAL PRO- 
VISIONS NECESSARY IN FR WHICH AID/W REQUIRES. REQUEST FOR THIS 
TRANSACTION SHORTEST POSSIBLE WAITING PERIOD BETWEEN IFB AND 
AWARD; ALSO UPON MAKING AWARD REQUEST CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN FOR 
SOONEST DELIVERY. ADVISE. 
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